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Building and Energy Codes 

Moving Forward
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Changes to the National Model Code Development 

Process

Federal/Provincial /Territorial Partners

• Direct input and priorities provided by P/T’s

• P/T Variations may be processed as a provision 

into the National System.

• Exceptions for Legitimate Objectives - After 

January 1, 2025 by P/T’s
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Reconciliation Agreement on Construction Codes 

• Move towards Harmonization to minimize variations

o Identify P/T Variations

• Free Codes-already implemented National/Provincial

• Reduce Trade Barriers across Canada

• Timely Code adoption 18-24 months from publication 

Alberta already at 12 months from publication for all 

construction codes.

• Revised code development structure for Model National 

Construction Codes
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▪ Minimum standards for the Construction and Energy 

Efficiency of the Built Environment.

▪ Takes into account the following objectives; health, safety, 

accessibility, fire and structural protection of buildings, 

environment(energy usage).

▪ Code changes take into account a number of factors for 

justification of a Code requirement; this includes meeting 

one or more objectives listed in the Code.

Building and Energy Codes
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▪ Current: National Energy Code of Canada for Buildings 

2017

▪ Current: Energy Efficiency Section 9.36 of the National 

Building Code-2019 Alberta Edition (Housing and smaller 

buildings)

▪ Moving Forward: National Energy Code of Canada 2020

▪ Moving Forward: Energy Efficiency Section 9.36 of the 

National Building Code-2022 Alberta Edition

Energy Efficiency
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System Capacity Development:

Builders, Owners, Inspectors, Professionals, 

Energy Advisors, Energy Auditors
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Energy Efficiency in Buildings
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• Partnerships 
Alberta Municipal Affair’s Provincial Building Administrator and

Alberta Safety Codes Council-Building Sub-Council
(The Safety Codes Council may provide recommendations to the Minister)

Building Sub-Council members stakeholder sector representation include:

• Professional Engineers 

• Architects

• Mechanical Contractors

• Energy Efficiency

• Urban Municipalities

• Major Municipalities North

• Major Municipalities South

• Rural Municipalities

• Building Officials

• Building Owners

• Builders and Developers

• Consumer Protection

• Fire Officials

• Public at Large

• HVAC

• Large Industrial Development

• Labour

• General Contractors
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• Medium life- Minimum Design 

Service Life 10 or 25 years

Range of design service life 10-

25, 25-50 or 25-99 years

• Long life-Minimum Design Service 

Life 50 Years

Range of design service life 50-

99 years

Durability in Buildings
Based on CSA-S478 being proposed at the National level.
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Importance Category of Buildings NBC(AE)
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Questions?

Alberta Municipal Affairs

safety.services@gov.ab.ca

Phone :1.866.421.6929 (Canada)

780.644.1010 (Outside of Canada)


